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gig 
Blac 
Child you 





DID YOu 
COME HERE 
BEARING 
ONLY HER 
SKULL?! 


F 
YOU DID 
NOTHING... 


DON'T 
PLAY 
INNOCENT! 





You 


are 
You different. 
wouldn't 
know 
that this 
happens. 





ARE YOU 
SAYING 
SHE STILL 
LIVES? 








I DON'T 
MUCH LIKE 
HOW /T 
SAID THE 
WORD 
vy, EA D, ” 


AND WHILE 
/TS OWN 
SEVERED 
HEAD STILL 
THAT SPEAKS 
/S NOT THE AND 





YOu 
NEEDN'T 
FORCE 
YOURSELF 
TO 
ACCOMPANY 
us. 








IT'S MY 
SECRET 
SPECIAL 
PLACE! 


Ay: Right 
is the 2 MA in front 


strange } of you. 
Black . j 
Child. 





You 
CLAIM SHE 
TRANS- 
FORMED 
INTO THIS 
ENORMOUS 


TREE? 
eee, BA duce: 


NIGHT?! 


SHE WAS 
ALIVE AND 
WELL 
JUST 
YESTER- 
DAY! 








SO... 
THIS 
REALLY IS 
AUNTIE...7 


All of 
PStother’s 
children are 
born with 


h 
1 


a) 3 
Ue Ap 

AY i) ce 
7a eh) iE 





she gifts 
each re 
us with a 


duty. 


She 
gives us 
time 
and 
memory. 


the souls 
that were 
stolen 


gives us 
each a part 
of Her 
body for 


our own. 





a Nt a 


Thanks to 
that curse, 
not only do 
we never 
receive souls 
of our 


but every et 


gift 
Plother 
ever gives 


$0... 
THEY 
FORGET 


THINGS...? 


we each 
have a 
limit. 


Along with 
the bount 
of Islother’s 
gifts, we 
The curse have a 
is cast by 
those inside 
the walls. 


inexorably 


slips 





The curse 
steals not 
only from 
us, who are 
PStother’s 
children 
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from 


the 





We 
lose our 
voices. 


Reale 
Ser ne Pn i 4 
A TOE lose our 


bodies. 


We 
lose our 


duty. 


when all 


We Once 
had is 


gone... 








leavin 
behing 

only a piece 
of what 
Mother 


gifted 
us. 


That 
is true 
of us, 
and... 


We will 
all end in 
that way 


someday... 


However, 
We are 
also freed 
from the 
curse, 


condition, 

Wwe can no 
longer search 

for souls 
for Mother. 





reach the 
end of their 
existence 
that much 
sooner than 
we who 


WHY DID 
SHIVA'S 
AUNT 
BECOME 
A TREE 
BEFORE 
I DID? 


Because 
it was 
Once a 

Soul. 


Children 
such as 

that one, 

who have 


It seems 
the curse 
will rot and 
devour a 
soul before 
anything 


else. 


that were 
once Souls 
are more 
vulnerable to 
the curse. 





ae f 
BAY Ry 
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knew all 
of that, 
didnt 





Surely 
ou must 
have realized 
that the other 
strange Black 
losing Child was 
what it likewise... 


had been 


given. 


you were 
aware that 
one day you 
will lose 
everything. 


What was 
given to you 
is slowly 


slipping 


strange 
Blac 

Children 

are like 





I WAS 
AWARE THAT 
SHE WAS 
LOSING HER 
MEMORIES. 





are not 
kin to 
us, are 
you? 


We must 
speak 
with you 
further. 


have you 

retained 
your shape 
as a Black 


Child? 
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Pstother 
lake late 





Vay 
iy Z- 


I HUMBLY 
BEG 
PARDON, 
YOUR 
MAJESTY. 





FIRST, IT 
HAS BEEN 
CONFIRMED 
THAT THIS 

MOST RECENT 


APPROXI- 
MATELY 
THIRTY 
BODIES, 

BELIEVED 

TO BE THE 

VILLAGERS, 

HAVE BEEN 

RECOVERED. 


TWO 
SOLDIERS 
HAVE 
GONE 
MISSING. 


I COME 
BEARING 


fy —-rTS 
BUILDINGS 


HAVE BEEN 
RAZED 
TO THE 
GROUND. 
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ALL THAT 
REMAINS 
FOR US 
TO DO IS 
FINALLY PUT 
AN END TO 


THAT FOUL 


WE HA 
RECEIVED A 
REVELATION 

RO. 


OUR HOLY 
FATHER. 
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Chapter 22 


we won't 
let that 
happen 


next time. 


within it 

escaped 

us again, 
but... 


We've 
brought 
a piece of 
your body 
back to 
you. 








AS AN 
OUTSIDER, 
I'M GRATEFUL 
THAT I STILL 
HAVE A MOUTH 
THAT SPEAKS 
AND A BODY 


THAT MOVES. J 


» 


THOSE WHO 
ARE CURSED 
TRANSFORM 
INTO HIPEOUS 
OUTSIDERS, 
DESTINED ‘ BUT THEN... 
7O BECOME ‘ 
UNSEEING, 
UNSPEAKING 
TREES...? & 





BRING 
HAPPINESS 
OR 
& COMPREHEN- 
SION. 


SHIELDED 
FROM /TS 
CRUELTIES. 


PERHAPS 
WE 


SHOULD BE 
GLAD THAT 
/T WAS NO 

WORSE. 





THE KING 
RESPONDED 
BY 


ORDERING 
oA MASS 
EXECUTIONS. 


NO ONE 
THOUGHT TO 
HAVE HAD 
EVEN THE 
SLIGHTEST 
EXPOSURE 
WAS 
SPARED. 


CAUGHT 
COMPLETELY 
UNAWARES, 
THE 
CITIZENS 
PANICKED. 


OUTSIDER 
APPEARED 


SHE 
NEEDN'T 
KNOW THAT 
HER BELOVED 


AUNT 
ABANDONED | 
HER... 


PEOPLE SAY 
THAT ABOUT 
A YEAR 
AFTER THE 


INSIDE'S 
MOST RECENT 
CONTRAC- 


TION... 





BUT WHAT 
HAS THAT 
TO DO WITH 
SHIVA'S 
ABANDON- 


ASSUME. 


THE 
OUTBREAK 
HAPPENED 
SHORTLY AFTER 
THE OLITSIDE 
SWALLOWED 
Boe 
EN -- Le 
ed iiace hl 


I HAD 
PASSED 
SHIVA OFF Fé 
AS THEIR yy AT LEAST, 
CHILD. 4 THAT'S 
WHAT THE 
GOVERNMENT 
SUSPECTED. 


SINCE I'D 
KNOWN A 
COUPLE 
WHO ONCE 
LIVED HERE... 


PERHAPS 
THE REFUGEES 
CARRIED 
THE CURSE 
WITH THEM 
WHEN THEY 
EVACUATED 
TO THE 
INSIDE. 





IF SHE 
HAD, I SAID, 
WOULDN'T 
SHE HAVE 
LONG SINCE 
BECOME AN 
OUTSIDER? 


I TOLD THEM 
THERE'D BEEN 
A MISUNDER- 
STANDING. I 
SAID SHIVA 
HAD NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
THE OLD 
SOUTH 
VILLAGE. 


Pea 


7 





IT WAS AS 
IF THEY WERE 
FORCING THAT 
POOR SMALL 

CHILD TO BE 


CURSED 
AND DIE. 


BUT...IF 
I'D LET THEM 
TAKE HER... 
THEY WOULD 
ONLY HAVE 
KILLED HER 
ANYWAY. 
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$0 YOU 
SEE WHY 
THIS TIME 

I MUST 
DO ALL TI 
POSSIBLY 

CAN TO 
PROTECT 


MY HAND 
WAS 


CHANGE THE 

IT WAS FACT THAT I PARENT. 
ASIN FOR ABANDONED 

WHICH T HER. 

SHOULD 
HAVE PAID 

WITH MY 

LIFE. 


INSTEAD, 
I LIVED 
ON-- 
LIKE A 
COWARD. 





KEEP HER 
SAFE, EVEN 
IF I MUST 
SACRIFICE 
MYSELF TO 
DO SO. 


I COULD 
EVER 
TRULY 
ATONE 
FOR MY - 
SIN. 


YET 
SHE WAS 
WILLING TO 
SACRIFICE 




















YOU SEE, 
I WASN'T 
ENTIRELY 
CERTAIN. 


AUNTIE 
WAS 
GONNA 
FORGET! 


SEEM THAT 
SHE WAS 
FORGETTING 


ao oe 


SS 


ST 
eS 
SES 





SO 
RATHER 
THAN sc 
BURDENING NN me 
YOU WITH-- ; NEITHER 
: OF US 
COULD HAVE 
CHANGED 
THE OUT- 
COME. 








STOP 
AND THINK. 
HAD YOU 
AUNT WOLD Vie \\\Th ve 
FORGET ALL wa D ch 


Yet. cam ca 


WOULDN'T 
IT HAVE 
MADE YOU 
TERRIBLY 
SAD? 





WE 
COULD'VE 
JUST TOLD 
HER ALL 
ABOUT US 
AGAIN! 


SIMPLE. 





IF SHE 
HAD TO 
TURN INTO A 
TREE, WHY 
HAVEN'T 
YOU TURNED 
INTO ONE?! 


BUT YOU 
“cOuLD me DIDN'T! 


HAVE ‘ IT's 
CHANGED... | Y YOUR 
FAULT! 
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IT WOULD 
HAVE 


SADDENED \ SE” y IF You'p 

AND DIS- ss aran KNOWN 

HEARTENED BS Pe = -YOLIR AUNT 
YOU. Bea : Al} = WOULD 


I_WANT TO 


AND PAIN. 
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ALL I 
WANTED 











PROTECT 
SHIVA 
FROM THE 
UGLINESS 
OF LIFE. 


KEPT THE 
DANGER 
AT BAY. 


IOP ALL 





not with 
you? 
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stranger an 


acquaintance 
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A 
SOLDIER 
FROM 


THE 
INSIDE? 


TH 
OUTSIDER 
WITH THE 

CURVING 
HORNS. 





OF HOW 
STUBBORNLY 
YOU DOG 
HER STEPS. 


IT WAS 
YOU WHO 
SENT THOSE 
CROW-LIKE 
ee 





WHAT 
CAN HE 


BE 
THINKING 


ah 


eal 
CZ 


eS 


r 
SUSPECT... 
Beak 
SO THEY 
HAVE SOME HE SPEAKS 
Herds “OF SHIVA. 
SEARCH 
FOR HER IN 
PARTICULAR? 


USE IT TO 
ATTACK FROM 
A DISTANCE. 
WHY COME 
SO CLOSE 
AND RISK 

THE CURSE? 





IT'S 


LUDICROUS. |=. 


NOR 
TO OUR 
HEAVENLY 
FATHER'S 
EMBRACE. 


You 
MONSTERS 
CRAWL THE 
EARTH AND 

FILL THE 


THANKS TO 
YOUR NON- 
SENSE, WE 
CAN NEVER 
RETURN-- 


THAT WAS 

QUITE THE 

TRICK YOU 
PLAYED 
ON US. 





NOT EVEN 
LOPPING OFF 
THEIR HEADS? 

NOT EVEN 

SPREADING 


Is IT 
TRUE THAT 
ABSOLUTELY 

NOTHING 
CAN 
KILL AN 
OUTSIDER? 





two are 
so very 
similar. 


You have 
nothing 
given to 
you by 


yet you 
acted as 
that 

Soul did. 


you not 
compan- 
ions? 








FRIENDS 
AWAITING 


MY 
RETURN! 


I HAVE A 
KINGDOM 
TO GO 
HOME 


ALL OF 
THOSE 
THINGS! 





MIND- 
LESSLY 
ROAMING 


LINGERING 
IN THE 
WORLD LIKE 
DEATHLESS 
SPECTERS 


IAM 
NOTHING 
AT ALL LIKE 
YOU VILE, 
CURSED 
CREATURES! 


DON'T 
YOU DARE 
COMPARE 

ME_TO 


you 
MONSTERS! 





cant let 

anyone 
else 

have it. 


rote oy , | dont 
but ee yy eel ad Aa understand 

that Soul Tee YON what you 

was stolen By . ; \ OY 

from us. 


belongs 
to 
Pytother. 
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THE REv- 
ELATION 
FROM 
THE HOLY 
FATHER! 


THERE'S NO 
PROOF SHE 
CAN AFFECT 
THE CURSE 
IN THE 
SLIGHTEST! 





"THAT IT 
MAY GUARD 
YOU FROM 
DARKNESS 
AND MIS- 
FORTUNE. 


YES! OUR 
HEAVENLY 
FATHER 
BESTOWED 
THESE 
WORDS 
UPON Us. 


"RE. M OVE 
HER SOUL 
FROM HER 
VESSEL. 
CONSECRATE 
IT IN MY 
NAME. 





“ONLY THE 
SOUL WILL 
REMAIN PURE. 
SOONER OR 
LATER, THE 
CURSE SHALL 
FOLLOW 
IN ITS 
SHADOW.” 


THAT 
GIRL WAS 
CHOSEN 

BY OUR 
HEAVENLY 
FATHER! 


TAKE HER 
SOUL... 
UNTO 
YOURSELF...7 


“BLT 
BEWARE. 





BECAUSE 
HE HAS 
CHOSEN TO 
PROTECT 
HER FROM 
THE CURSE! 


THEN HE 
WILL FREE 
US FROM 
THAT 
THRICE- 
DAMNED 
CURSE! 





YOU HAVE 
NO RIGHT 
TO USE 
HER AS 
YOu 
PLEASE! 
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BUT A 


NAUGHT 
FOUL 
BEAST...! 


YOU ARE 





TELL ME 
WHERE 
THE 
GIRL Is. 




















NEVER 
SEEN AN 
OUTSIDER 
OF THAT 


r 


Your body 
isn't all 
still there yet, om Pstother’s 
connected Is Its , So Children, 
to just like 
PStother. 


You're One of 





It would 
be helpful 
if you 
could 
bring us 
closer 
together. 


Can you 
help me? 
Pty head 
and my 
body are 
a great 
distance 
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EVEN IF 
YOU RUN 
TO THE 
ENDS 
OF THE 
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TIC ELLE LL ELLE 


WHAT /S 
THE BEST 
COURSE 


OF 
ACTION? 


HE CAN 
PURSUE 


HE'LL DO 


US THE 
HUNGER OR KINONESS 


EXHAUSTION. 


OF 
GIVING UP. 
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I SHOULD 
HAVE 
TOLD YOU 





gern ING 
IMPORTANT! 





DRAT! WE 
HAVEN’T 


FORGET 
It! T 





FOR THIS. 


IT 
DIRECTLY 
INVOLVES 

you. 


YOU LIED 
BEFORE! 
YOU COULD 
DO IT 
AGAIN! 


YOU'RE 
AGAIN! 


IN HERE! 


fra 
ins 


ul | 





YOU SAID You 
THAT ARE IN 
TERRIBLE 
DANGER! 


raz 
a 


you 
WOULDN'T'VE 
EVEN BEEN 
NICE TO 
AUNTIE IF 


i 
i 





eae 2 


oh RELEVANT... 


THAT PIE 
YOU BAKED 
WAS BURNT 
ALL BLACK! 


stata eat 


i Reeet 


TO GO OUT 
ALONE _INTO 
THE RAIN 


{ SPAREA AND 
| tHoucHtT DANGER! 
FOR HOW 
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LITTLE BIG 
CREAM- INK- 
PUFF! POT! 





KRA-BOOM! 
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EVERYONE 
FROM 


THE 
VILLAGE. 
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SOLDIERS 


OR LATER, 
HEY 


T I'M SURE 
WILL FIND 
aie THEY ARE 


STILL 
COTTAGE. SEARCHING. 


AND ITY IT LOOKS 

LIKE THEY 

YOUR aN ee a DID. YOUR 

HORNS IS : as CLOTHES'RE 
BROKEN. as ALL 

RIPPED... 


y 
} 
i 





IF THEY 
| FIND YOU, 
H | THEY WILL 
fr FOR Now VA SURELY 
CANNOT een We ARE sf 
HIDE HERE We SAFE HERE, Him 
FOREVER. Nm A INDOORS. INH 


AS T SAID, 
THEY WILL 
INEVITABLY 
FIND THIS 
COTTAGE. 





ete TTT 
OW 
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I HAVE 
NO DOUBT 
THAT THEY 

ARE 
SEARCHING 
FOR YOU. 





OR OID SHE 
MANAGE TO 
WR 


ITE IT ALL 
DOWN BEFORE 
LOSING ALL 
OF HER 
MEMORIES? 


ULTIMATELY, 
IT APPEARS 
SHE DIDN'T 
FORGET 
YOU AFTER 
ALL. 


WAS 
SHE ABLE 


BARELY 
REMEMBER 
THAT 
MUCH...? 





SHE SAID 
IT'S FOR 
"JUST IN 


HERE'S 
WHERE 
WE 
PICKED 


RASP- 
BERRIES. 


TLL 
BAKE AN 
APPLE ae 
FOR YOU 


SOMEDAY! 
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YOU 
















WANT 
TO VISIT AUNT'S 
m AUNTIE'S ACQUAIN- 


FRIEND? 


THERE 
ANYMORE. 


IF THIS MAP 
IS CORRECT, 
IT IS IN THE 


DIRECTION 

FROM THE 
LAKE AND 
VILLAGE. 


A 
DIFFERENT 
HOUSE MAY 














WE NEED SUIT OUR 
NO LONGER NEEDS, 
WORRY TOO. 
ABOUT 
WANDERING 


HE 
FOREST. 


ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 








A Bonus from the Other Side 


TEACHER, 
YOu 


COME 
ON! YOU 
SHOULD! 


“eal, 4 


ae 
~ 


LT 


4 (Ars ae ve 
ay S20 nage 


THERE! 
ALL 
DONE! 


“— 





A Bonus from the Outside 


bigger 
ae all 















Sitil, a Ruin 
The Girl from the Other Side. 
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READING DI RECTI | 


This book reads from right to left, Japanese 
If this is your first time reading manga 
reading: from the top right panel on eac 
take it from there. If you get lost, just 
numbered diagram here. It may seem ba 
rst, but you ‘II o the hang ofitl Have f 


THE ACCURSED CHILD 


What Teacher feared most is true—the child Shiva has been 


afflicted with the curse of the Outsiders. Yet somehow, even 


touched by that blight, she remains human. How can it be 
possible? And what of the Insiders, and the revelation from 


their Holy Father? His divine words portend trouble for Shiva 


and Teacher alike... 
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THOSE 
SOLDIERS ARE 
TRANSFORMED 

INSIDERS. 
SOONER OR 
LATER, THEY 
WILL BECOME 

TREES. 


1 


LE 
LEAVE THIS 
HOUSE 


BUYING 
OURSELVES 
SOME TIME 





AND THE 
ACQUAIN- 
TANCE'S 
HOUSE IS 


HERE- 
ABOUTS. 


mamma oo 
a 


~ 


WHEN’RE 





PLEASE 
PACK ONLY 
THE THINGS 

YOU WILL 
ABSOLUTELY 
REQUIRE... 


YOU'LL 
NEED TO 
BE WELL 

RESTED 


LEAVE 
FIRST 
THING 
IN THE 
MORNING. 


IMPRACTI- 
CAL. 


THOSE 
TO 


Oo 
IMPORTANT 
TO LEAVE 
BEHIND. 














ACTUALLY, ae ff reatty? \; 
MMe | set «IT FEELS ¥i 
IT SEEMED | | AON 3 fee 
LONGER 
THAN 





DO WE 
HAFTA SAY 
GOODBYE 

TO THIS 

HOUSE 
FOREVER? 





THE 
UMBRELLA’S 
MADE _OF 
HOLES! 
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As 
LONG AS 
THEY DON’T 
RECEIVE A 
MORE DETAILED 
REVELATION, 
THEY 
SHOULD HAVE 
TROUBLE 
FINDING 


SEARCHING 
FOR US. 


LEAVING 


—- 
z 
i 
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PRECISELY 
DOES THAT 
REVELATION 


NO. GIVEN | 


WHAT I SAW THINKING 


THE BEST 
CHOICE? QUICKLY AS 
PERHAPS POSSIBLE. 
WE SHOULD 
HAVE 
STAYED AND 
WATCHED 
FOR A FEW 
DAYS. 


REVELA- 
TIONS... 





“THEN 
“THAT IT oe 
MAY GUARD Pere 
YOU FROM a 
DARKNESS 
AND MIS- 
FORTUNE. 


"BUT 
BEWARE. 


“ONLY THE 
SOUL WILL 
REMA/N 

PURE”...7 

WHAT DOES Sus Reds e 

LATER, THE 

CURSE SHALL 

FOLLOW INITS 

SHADOW." 


AND YET, 
SHE HAS 
BEEN ALMOST 
SUSPICIOUSLY 
FREE OF 
ANY SIGN 
OF /T... 


ESPECIALLY 
] CONSIDERING 
WHAT 

HAPPENED 

70 HER ALINT, 
WHO WAS 

\ CURSED LONG 
AFTER HER, 


"FIND THE 
GIRL FROM 
THE OTHER 

SIDE. 


"REMOVE 
HER SOUL 
FROM HER 

VESSEL. 

CONSECRATE 

IT IN MY 

NAME. 


"ONLY THE 
SOUL WILL 
REMAIN 





DOES THE 
REVELATION 
IMPLY THAT 
HER SOUL HAS 
SOME SORT 
OF DIVINE 
PROTECTION? 


THE SOULS 
BELONG TO 
THE BEING 
THEY CALL 
WOTHER"... 


"BRINGING 


HOW THEY 
BACK 


HAVE BEEN 
CHARGED WITH 
SOME SORT 
OF “DUTY” TO 
RETURN THEM 
TO HER... 


WE 
OUTSIDERS 
ARE ALWAYS 
REFERRING 

70 SOULS. 





THERE 1S 


THAT 1S THE 
“OUTY” THEY 
CLA/M THE/R 
MOTHER GIVES 
THEM AT THEIR 
CREATION. 
IF THAT /S 
SOMEHOW 
CONNECTED TO 
THE CURSE... 


SHIVA? 


SOULLESS 
OUTSIDERS 
SEEK TO STEAL 
SOULS FROM 
INSIDERS 
AND RETURN 
THEM TO THE/R 
MOTHER. 





WERE ALL 
“LOST IN 


Se 








LEARNED 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
HOW TO 
DISPEL THE 


AUNTIE 
TOLD ME 


I AM 
CONCERNED 
FOR YOU. 





I 
FEAR THAT 
WOULD NOT 
SOLVE THE 
UNDERLYING 
PROBLEM. 


TEACHER. 


YOU'RE 
STILL QUITE 
CAPABLE OF 


IT'S 
POSSIBLE 
you 
POSSESS 
SOME 


SORT OF 
POWER TO 


SHOW NO 

SIGNS OF 

IT, DESPITE 
HAVING 


BEEN 
TOUCHED. 








WHY DID 
YOU _WANT 
ME TO 
LAUGH? 





1° ie eid OUT SAD, 
SMILE AND AC Ha “loony 
u 


0. 
FF TOO 
UCH... 


LAUGH AND 4 4 me st 
MAKE ALL ‘ Sa M 
THAT STUFF O'S ie ae 

FLY AWAY! 


a THAT 
AUNTIE eo iF pa a WAY YOU 
TAUGHT Wwe ||% 2 
ME 
THE TIME! 





I'M 
REMIND SORRY. 
ME, HOW 
DOES 
ONE 
SMILE...7 


WHEN WE 
REACH OUR 
NEW HOME, 

IT WILL 

PRACTICE. 








SHE HAS 

LOST HER 

BELOVED 
AUNT. 





THAT Is \-* 
HEARTEN- } . I 


SO NEXT 
TIME, Z'M 
GONNA 
PROTECT 
YOU! 
OKAY?! 





HAVE YOU 
RESTED 
ENOUGH? 





HMM. 
ACCORDING 
TO THE 
MAP, IT 
SHOULD BE 
IN SIGHT 
SHORTLY. 





2 


ay 
<x 
38 
E 
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